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NOTES AND NEWS. 

A Statement of the Plans and Purposes of the National 
Council of Teachers of Mathematics. 

A realization of the need of a central organization to foster 
the interests of high school mathematics and to secure a greater 
degree of co-operation between individual teachers and between 
local associations of teachers interested in secondary school 
mathematics impelled a group of mathematics teachers to as- 
semble at Cleveland last February at the time of the meeting of 
the Department of Superintendence of the N. E. A. There 
were present at this meeting 127 teachers of mathematics rep- 
resenting twenty states and as many local organizations. At 
that time The National Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
was formed. A constitution was adopted and the following 
officers elected : 

President, C. M. Austin, Oak Park, 111. 

Vice-Pres., H. O. Rugg, New York City. 

Sec.-Treas., J. A. Foberg, Chicago. 

Other members of the Executive Committee: Marie Gugle, 
Columbus, Ohio; Jonathan Rorer, Philadelphia; W. D. Reeve, 
Minneapolis, Minn. ; W. E. Beck, Iowa City, Iowa ; W. A. 
Austin Fresno, Cal. ; Harry Wheeler, Worcester, Mass. 

A journal being absolutely necessary to the success of the 
council, the executive committee immediately began negotia- 
tions with the present management of The Mathematics 
Teacher looking to its adoption as the official organ of The 
National Council. These negotiations have resulted in action 
by the Association of Mathematics Teachers of the Middle 
States and Maryland, transferring the control of The Mathe- 
matics Teacher to the Council. The first number to appear 
under the new auspices will be the January issue. 

Under the new management there will be eight numbers an- 
nually instead of four as at present, each number containing 48 
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pages of reading matter. The executive committee elected the 
following to be editors : 

J. R. Clark, Lincoln School, New York City, 
E. R. Smith, Baltimore, Md., 
H. D. Gaylord, Cambridge, Mass., 
Alfred Davis, St. Louis, Mo., 
J. W. Young, Dartmouth College. 
A staff of contributing editors, fifteen in number, represent- 
ing all sections of the country is soon to be chosen. In addition 
a live representative is desired in each local organization to re- 
port news items and to keep the Council in touch with the activi- 
ties of these organizations. They will be able to report the 
results of any significant experiments or studies. The Council 
urges the fullest co-operation on the part of individual teachers. 
We are mindful of the great influence and usefulness of The 
Mathematics Teacher under the editorship of Dr. Metzler. 
The Council aims to continue this influence and usefulness, and 
to make the journal a force of nation-wide importance in the 
improvement of mathematics teaching in our secondary schools. 
As the organ of the National Council of Teachers of Mathe- 
matics, The Mathematics Teacher will attempt to render the 
following types of service to its readers: 

1. Keeping them posted on what others are doing. Pub- 
licity will be given to the activities of the various local associa- 
tions and to the work of individual teachers throughout the 
country. A spirit of fellowship will be developed among pro- 
gressive teachers. 

2. Provide a strong review department in which current pub- 
lications will be promptly and carefully evaluated. 

3. Offer its readers, through a Round Table section, a medium 
for the exchange of opinion and criticism. An opportunity to 
reply to any article or editorial which has appeared in the maga- 
zine will be offered in this section. 

4. Publish only that type of article which will be helpful to 
the rank and file of class room teachers. Care will be exercised 
to select articles which describe successful class room practice, 
or which report investigations of interest to secondary school 
teachers. The selection of the editorial board from teachers 
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who are actually engaged in secondary school work indicates 
the desire of the National Council to make The Mathematics 
Teacher a magazine which will promote the best thought and 
practice in this field. 

Tentative Table of Contents of January Issue. 

1. Organization and Plans of the National Council of Teachers 

of Mathematics President C. M. Austin. 

2. The National Committee on Mathematical Requirements: A 

Report of Progress Professor J. W. Young. 

3. Geometry in the Junior High School J. C. Brown. 

4. The First Week in Demonstrative Geonjitry . .M. J. Newell. 

5. Symposium: An Evaluation of the National Committee Re- 

port on Junior High School Mathematics by Ernst R. 
Breslich, William Betz, and W. W. Hart. 

The executive committee of the Council heartily approves of 
the work of the National Committee on Mathematical Require- 
ments and the journal will urge all teachers to study the com- 
mittee's reports, and to modify their practice to conform to the 
committee's findings. 

The journal will fully lend its columns to publicity of matter 
concerning the National Committee's activities and will at all 
times strive to aid in carrying forward the work begun by the 
National Committee. 

Now, all this expenditure of time and money by the National 
Council will avail little unless we shall have the sincere co- 
operation of the individual teachers all over the country. If 
individuals and local organizations look on, merely waiting to 
see whether or not the Council succeeds before joining, then 
we are doomed to certain failure. On the other hand, if each 
individual mathematics teacher will do his share, success will be 
sure and swift. The Executive Committee of the Council is 
proceeding upon the assumption that there will be this hearty 
co-operation and that individuals and local organizations will 
make the fullest possible use of the journal and the Council. 

C. M. Austin. 
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Constitution of the National Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics. 

I. Name. 

This organization shall be known as the National Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics, — those who are primarily interested 
in elementary and secondary mathematics. 

II. Objects. 

The purposes of this organization shall be, 

1. To secure a greater degree of co-operation and solidarity 
among the teachers of mathematics. 

(a) To provide for the wide publicity of important reports 
and addresses related to mathematics and the teaching of mathe- 
matics through an official organ and other publications. 

(b) To vitalize and co-ordinate the work of the many or- 
ganizations of mathematics teachers throughout the country. 

2. To bring the interests of mathematics to the attention and 
consideration of the educational world. 

III. Time and Place of Meeting. 

Regular meetings of the Council shall be held annually in con- 
nection with the meeting of the Department of Superintendence 
of the National Education Association. 

IV. Membership. 

Membership in the Council shall be of two kinds: individual 
and collective. 

All persons who are in sympathy with the work of the Coun- 
cil shall be eligible to individual membership. 

All organizations of mathematics teachers shall be eligible to 
collective membership. 

The annual dues of the individual members shall be $2.00. 

The minimum dues for collective membership shall be three 
dollars, for each organization of less than fifty. For each addi- 
tional hundred members, or fraction thereof, the dues shall be 
an additional five dollars. 
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V. Management of the Council. 
I. Officers. 
The officers of the Council shall be a President, a Vice-Presi- 
dent, and a Secretary-Treasurer. Their duties shall be those 
commonly pertaining to these offices. The President and Vice- 
President shall be elected for a term of one year. The Secre- 
tary-Treasurer shall be elected for a term of three years. 

2. Executive Committee. 

There shall be an Executive Committee of nine members, 
three of whom shall be officers. The remaining six shall be 
elected, two each to hold office for a term of three years ; except 
that at the first meeting, two shall be elected for one year, two 
for two years, and two for three years. 

The Executive Committee shall manage the business of the 
Council, authorize the appointment of committees and fill vacan- 
cies in office. 

3. Nominations. 

At each annual meeting the President shall appoint a nomi- 
nating committee of three members who shall report nomina- 
tions for officers and for members of the executive committee. 

VI. Amendments. 
This Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the 
members present at any regular meeting. 

You Push the Slide. The Rule Does the Rest. 

" Another raise in salary ! You certainly are in luck, Jack." 

" No luck about it, Bill ; it's all due to this little thing called 
The Slide Rule. 

" You know I've been working after school hours for an elec- 
trical manufacturing firm. A few days ago, our firm had a call 
on the 'phone from a contractor asking for an estimate on a 
big order of goods running into thousands of dollars. The con- 
tractor wanted an answer zvltile he held the wire or he would 
give the job to some one else. 

" My boss didn't know what to do about it. He couldn't 
figure out a reasonable estimate in so short a time and was about 
to tell the contractor so. 
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" I thought of my Slide Rule and said to the Boss : ' We can 
do it. Give me the number of articles of each kind and the 
price. My Slide Rule will do the rest.' 

" Well, in less time than it takes to tell the story, we had the 
estimate ready and had closed the contract. 

" But come outside. I want to show you a new out-drop I've 
been practicing. It's going to be a winner next week when I 
pitch against Central High School." 

" Nothing doing. I have twenty examples in Physics to do 
and, believe me, they are some work." 

" I had the same lesson, but I did those same examples in a 
few minutes by this same slide rule. You know almost all ex- 
amples in Physics are solved by a proportion. Well ! the slide 
rule gives you the answer to any proportion in a few seconds." 

"And speaking of baseball, our scorer fixes up the batting 
average of every man on the team by using the slide rule. You 
see all you have to do is to divide the number of hits by the 
number of times at bat and get the result correct to three figures. 
This is done instantly by the slide rule." 

"I say. Jack, that rule must be what my sister was talking 
about last evening. You know she is Private Secretary to the 
President of The Eastern Electric Company. She said that the 
reports which come to her office she checked by the slide rule in 
one third of the time that it. formerly took. It's a wonder the 
High School wouldn't teach us the use of this rule. It would be 
worth much more than most of the stuff we get." 

" Haven't you heard. Bill ? The Mathematics Department 
has already ordered a supply of rules for regular use in the 
school. Mr. Smith, Head of the Department, says the slide rule 
is now recommended by a National Committee as a regular sub- 
ject of study in all public high schools." 

"Good work, I'll say. And I'll tell you what we'll do. If 
the rules don't come promptly, through the Board of Education, 
we'll form a Club for the study of the Slide Rule after school 
hours. Do you know where to send for rules and what about 
an instruction book?" 

" Surely. Just write to Keuffel and Ksser, 127 Fulton Street, 
New York City. They will give you prices and will send you 
their new self-teaching manual that anyone can understand." 



